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Objectives for this 

presentation: 

 

• Develop a basic understanding of 

the Common Core 

• View examples of non-fiction text 

and how they were used in the 

elementary foreign language 

classroom 

• Learn how the Lexile© site can 

better assist in text complexity 

• Begin to think about how to apply 

this in your classroom and within 

your curriculum 
 



From Foreign Language Annals, 

vol., 47, no.1 Spring 2014 

• Interactive Model:   

 “A key implication of this linkage of the 

National Standards and the CCSS is the 

emphasis on a shared instructional 

approach that helps students develop 

academic literacy across a variety of 

genres.” 
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Turn and Talk  

 

 

How do you use text, 

any text, in your 

classroom?  



Text sample  

Mi nombre es Nairo Alexander Quintana y soy ciclista profesional. Mi 

equipo español se llama Movistar Team. Mi hermano menor, Dayer, 

también es ciclista amateur. También tengo hermana mayor, pero ella no 

es ciclista. Soy de Tunja, Colombia y la fecha de mi nacimiento es el 

cuatro de febrero de 1990.  

Mi familia es una familia de campesinos dedicaba a la venta de frutas y 

verduras. Mi padre había sufrido un accidente automovilístico cuando él 

tenía solo siete años de edad.  Por eso no tenía mucho dinero y no 

pudieran pagar el autobús que me llevaba a mi escuela. Tuve que 

aprender a montar en bicicleta para ir a mis clases: 16 kilómetros 

(nueve millas) de descenso hasta la escuela, con una pendiente del 8%. 

Es muy importante llevar casco y guantes cuando monto en bici porque 

es un deporte rápido y peligroso pero muy emocionante. 

Para la edición 100 del Tour de Francia soy seleccionado por mi equipo. 

Soy baja, 5 pies 5 pulgadas de altura. Estoy enamorada de una “paisana” 

con quien me gusta bailar, gracias a las clases que recibí en el grupo 

danzas en colegio. 

Tengo sueño. Me voy. Adiós. 



Turn and Talk  

 

 

Where do you get the 

text? How do you 

decide what text to 

use?  



Text samples  



 



 

Common 

Core 

Band 

ATOS Degrees 

of 

Reading 

Power 

Flesch-

Kincaid 

Lexile 

Framework 

Reading 

maturity 

SourceRater 

2nd-3rd  2.75-5.34 42-54 1.98-5.34 420-820 3.53-6.15 0.05-2.48 

4th-5th  4.97-7.03 52-60 4.51-7.73 740-1010 5.42-7.92 0.84-5.75 

6th -8th  7.00-9.98 57-67 6.51-10.34 925-1165 7.04-9.57 4.11-10.56 

9th -10th  9.57-12.01 62-72 8.32-12.12 1050-1335 8.41-10.81 9.02-13.93 

11th -

CCR 

11.20-14.10 67-74 10.34-14.2 1185-1385 9.57-12.0 12.30-14.50 



Deportista Spanish Lexile Mean Sentence Mean Log Word  Word Count 

  Measure  Length  Frequency   

Princess Ann 660L 11.17 4.83 201 

David Beckham 610L 10.14 4.79 223 

Kerri Walsh Jennings 690L 11.37 4.74 216 

Gabby Douglas 720L 11.17 4.59 201 

Nancy Lopez 690L 11.04 4.66 254 

Scott Gomez 720L 12.56 4.87 226 

Tom Brady 800L 13.17 4.64 274 

Nairo Quintana 720L 12.12 4.78 194 

Derek Jeter 700L 12.61 5.00 265 

LeBron James 570L 9.29 4.75 195 

David Ortiz 620L 9.99 4.69 267 

Michael Phelps 660L 11.14 4.85 256 

Serena Williams 720L 11.84 4.75 225 

Roger Federer 680L 11.32 4.77 249 



Entrevista con un deportista  

• Content based project 

• Related to unit essential question 

• Age and language level appropriate  

• Student interest topic 

• Use of non fiction texts 

• Use of interpretive mode 

• Use of presentational mode 

• ACTFL Can-Do statements 
 



Grade 4: Seasons and Sports 

• As part of the year long study of how we 

are connected to the Caribbean, students 

will explore leisure activities of people 

throughout the Caribbean and the USA. In 

particular, students will discover the 

connections between the seasons and 

sports, and also make comparisons as 

they learn about the popular sports and 

typical seasons of different places. 

Students will spiral their knowledge of 

weather and clothing as they learn new 

vocabulary to speak and write with detail 

about seasons and sports. 

 



Pre- activities  

• “A task in one mode of 

communication links to a subsequent 

task in another mode of 

communication.  The interactive 

model guides students through four 

phases: preparation, comprehension, 

interpretation/discussion and 

creativity. A fifth phase, extension, is 

optional. Through the phases, 

students are engaged in activities 

across the three modes of 

communication.” (FL Annals Spring  2014) 

 



Pre - activities 

• Vocabulary  - new, old, recycling 

• Questioning and answering 

• Reading strategies  

• Games  

• Oral practice  

• Written practice 

 

EXAMPLES….. 



 



Entrevista con un deportista 

The project 

• Partner work with athlete 

• Read the athlete’s biography with partner 

• Write answers to questions about the athlete 

based on the text. 

• Prepare the interview questions and answers 

• Practice 

• Present  

 



Usan por lo menos 8 de las preguntas del banco de preguntas en la entrevista.  

 Banco de preguntas 

 ¿Qué deporte juegas?   

¿Cómo te llamas?  

¿Cómo es tu familia?  

¿Qué te gusta hacer en tu tiempo libre? 

¿Cómo se llama tu equipo?  

¿Cómo estás? 

¿Dónde vives ahora?  

¿Dónde naciste?  

¿Cuál es la fecha de tu cumpleaños? 

¿Llevas uniforme? ¿Cómo es?  

¿Qué necesitas para jugar?  

¿Cómo es tu deporte?  

¿Cuántos años tienes? 





VIDEO CLIP 



STUDENT FEEDBACK 

• “It was a lot of writing for a few seconds of 

interview” 

• “I was so nervous I’d say the words the wrong 

way” 

• “My partner helped me pronounce two words I 

was having trouble with.” (new to Spanish this 

year) 



TEACHER FEEDBACK 

• As a reflection, next time I would have the athlete 

insert a little known fact during the interview that the 

audience would have to respond to. 

• We definitely need another one or two female 

athletes from which to choose.  

• This is the perfect age with whom to do this 

cooperative project. 



Turn and talk… 

 

 

 and CREATE! 



Planning Page 

• Grade level:  

• Performance level: 

• Unit:  

• Mode and skill:  

• Text type:  

• Text complexity (Can Do statements or 

performance descriptors or Lexile):  

• Text (description of content):  

• Pre activities: 

• Project/task:  

• Assessment:  

 



email us at: 

krotzerk@glastonburyus.org 

silveyp@glastonburyus.org 
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